
 

Summer 2017 

Dear Support Network, 

I hope and pray that your summer has been a good one thus far. I hope that, despite the 

weird weather patterns, you’ve been able to soak in the joys that summer has to offer – 

cherries, long days, ice cream trucks… that sort of thing  

The Dale has been experiencing a lot of change in the last few months. Some of these 

changes have been great, and some have been very hard. I’ll start with the good ones: 

- Meagan Gillard joined staff! She has been such a blessing to us over these last three 

months. Meagan is quiet and calm, sees what needs 

to be done and does it, and is also quite hilarious. 

Her quiet one-liners catch us off guard and keep us 

laughing. 

 

- We are now holding our Wednesday morning drop-

in at the Parkdale Community Health Center 

(PCHC). This change came about because the space 

we previously used has been rented out. While 

leaving that space was saddening in some 

significant ways, moving into PCHC has been 

wonderful. The staff there are very enthusiastic 

about partnering with The Dale, and the space is 

very low-barrier for our folks. It is completely wheelchair accessible, and many of our 

friends use other resources at PCHC throughout the week. We are very grateful for this 

new chapter in the life of The Dale. 

 

- First Baptist Church has made office space available to us, so that Erinn, Meagan and I 

can meet up every week to do our administrative work together! This is such a welcome 

gift, as we previously needed to work from coffee shops, libraries or our own living 

rooms. Now we get to sit together, drink coffee, type away on our computers, and talk 

about logistical things as they come up! What a novel concept! 

 

Meagan! 



- Now that Meagan is on staff, I’ve finally been free on a couple of Sundays to pay visits 

to Ferndale Bible Church (Peterborough) and Bethel Church (Kingston), the two 

churches in which I was raised. Both of these congregations offer prayer and financial 

support to me and The Dale, for which I am very grateful. It was good to reconnect with 

old friends, and make some new ones. 

I am very grateful for all of these good changes, along with some really lovely experiences 

like outdoor drop-ins on Tuesday afternoons, tending our plot in the community garden and 

harvesting fresh herbs for our Monday lunches, being part of a recording session with some 

musicians from the community, and having a community picnic by the lake. There are many 

God-given joyful things in which to take delight. 

 I need to remind myself of these good things, as we are experiencing another wave of 

deaths in the community. Andrew, Ruth, Nicole and John had varying levels of involvement 

with the Dale, but the loss of each of them is felt keenly. Andrew was a long-time Parkdale 

fixture. He was a gentle giant of a man, with a long pony tail and a soft voice. Ruth was married 

to Wally, a man who often played music at our Open Stage events. She was bound to a 

wheelchair, but maintained an amazingly cheery outlook, greeting us whenever we walked past 

her regular hang-out spot.  

Nicole was a dear, dear friend, who was a deep thinker and wonderful artist. John was a 

young man with an amazing smile, who had recently gone home to New Brunswick to be with 

his family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicole, at the 2016 Dale Retreat 

 

John, in New Brunswick 



I’ve written blog posts about Nicole and John, as I was closest to the two of them. Here 

are the links to these posts, if you would like to hear more about these two beloved friends. 

https://joannacatherinemoon.wordpress.com/2017/07/20/nicole/ 

https://joannacatherinemoon.wordpress.com/2017/07/20/john/ 

Along with these deaths in The Dale community, Erinn lost her dear mom, Elaine Grant, 

in May. Elaine was a huge encouragement to Erinn and supporter of The Dale. She was prayed 

for pretty much every single Sunday by members of the community. Her absence is keenly felt. 

Please keep Erinn and her family in your prayers as they (and we) grieve. 

So, these last few months have been a real mixed bag. Lots of joy, and lots of sorrow. In 

the midst of all of these things, I’m also back in fundraising mode (which always seems to take 

the back burner when there are big things going on in the community). I’ve increased my hours 

this year, and I need to raise another $300/month to cover the accompanying increase in my 

salary. If you aren’t already part of my financial support team, I invite you to join the amazing 

network of people who currently comprise that team! You can ask me for a Pre-Authorized 

Remittance (PAR) form or download it at: https://www.thedale.org/donate/ (just scroll to the 

bottom of the page). You can also donate online through Canadahelps (at the same link), or 

mail your cheque(s) to:    

The Dale Ministries, PO Box 94, Station C, Toronto ON, M6K 3M7 

 Thank you so much for taking the time to read this update. We very much appreciate 

your prayers as we rejoice in the good things and grieve the losses of our friends, communally 

and individually. 

Grace and peace be yours, 

Joanna 

 

                  

 

Me and Stevo, at our breakfast drop-in 
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