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Vicarious Trauma Training 

Upcoming Online Auction 
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MARRIAGES and ANNIVERSARIES 
Meagan, our beloved third staff member, had a some big moments in 
March/April! She married Ian, a good friend of The Dale, on March 
23rd (the ceremony officiated by none other than Erinn), and on April 
18th we celebrated her one year Dale-iversary. While the wedding was 
probably a bigger deal, the passage of one full year as a team of three 
felt pretty significant to us! 
In other anniversary news, Erinn and I celebrated 6 years of friendship 
(though it feels like forever, in a good way), and almost 6 years of 
working together at The Dale. 
-                                                            continue reading on next page 
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This summer we are joined by two wonderful women who are both midway 
through their schooling. Oliver is working on a Bachelors in Urban Ministry at 
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, and Ahmeda is working on an Masters of 
Divinity at Wycliffe College (my alma mater). These two women bring their own 
skills and personalities to the Dale, for which we are very grateful. Ahmeda also 
brings anywhere from one to three of her five sons along with her to drop-ins, 
which is awesome! Her youngest was only 6 weeks old at the beginning of May, 
so we get lots of baby cuddles (which makes me, for one, very happy!) These two 
women are making it possible for us to expand our capacity for pastoral visits, 
outreach and fundraising, as well as helping to facilitate drop-ins when Meg, 
Erinn or I take time off. Having a staff team of five for the summer feels like an 
embarrassment of riches!

 
 
 

In just a couple of weeks, The Dale will be
hosting a fundraiser in which anyone can
participate from the comfort of their own

couch! It will be an “Online Silent Auction”;
bidding will be open for 5-7 days, with photos

of the items on display on a specially-
designed website. Stay tuned for more

details!

Vicarious Trauma Training
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We at The Dale are very aware of the emotional toll that friendship-based street 
ministry can take, especially when we go through seasons of loss. While we 
believe firmly in the mutuality of ministry (the idea that all of us in community 
both give and receive), we are also aware that being in the middle of other 
people’s extraordinary pain on a daily basis is hard. With all of this mind, we 
joined a number of staff from Sanctuary at a one-day seminar on Vicarious 
Trauma. This day focused on the importance of being aware of when we are 
internalizing the pain and sadness of our friends, and also the ways that we can 
learn from and be encouraged by the resilience that we see in these same people.

“thank you 
God for this 
food… and the 
feast of friends 
that surround 
me.” 
- Doug, before 
a community 
meal 
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Online Auction! 

Thank you for your support of the work 
of The Dale. I am endlessly grateful.


