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The Joys
Community Resiliency
There is no doubt about it: this pandemic has been rough. Folks in
Parkdale have had to adjust to a decrease in places to find hot meals,
rest, conversation and employment. But in the midst of all the struggle,
I've been amazed at the resiliency of our folks. Life at the margins is
tough no matter what, so this pandemic seems to be just one more
mountain to climb. I stand in awe of this community! (The picture
above was taken outside Parkdale Activity and Recreation Center, and
is a great example of this resilient spirit.)
 
New Partnerships
Another amazing thing about this time has been the outpouring of
generosity, both from people/organizations that we already knew, but
also from those with whom we had no previous connection.                             

                                                                               
(continued on page 2)



We position ourselves in the line-up for to-go meals on Mondays
and Thursdays, so that we all get a chance to check with people as
they wait/are served/go on their way.
We have created a phone-call schedule, so that we can chat with
folks with phones who have expressed a desire for such check-ins.
We've increased the time we allocate each week to outreach. 
Most recently we have created a Dale devotional book, so that we
can at least be reading the same passages of scripture and
reflecting on them together (though apart). If you'd like to see it.
let me know and I'll send you a copy over email!

 

 
 
 
 
(continued from page 1)
These new connections have come in the form of financial help and
donations of food, clothing, water, hand-sani, etc, and even a hand-
washing station! We are deeply grateful to everyone who has donated,
including the United Way, The Meeting House, and the Emmanuel
Foundation.
 
Connecting Creatively
During this pandemic we haven't been able to hold our church services
or bible studies, nor have we been able to hold drop-ins where we sit
and eat and chat with our folks. While we miss these gatherings very
much, the staff team has found some creative ways to connect. 

The Challenges
Need for Encampments
Due to COVID many people are choosing to sleep in tents rather than
stay in shelters with dozens (or hundreds) of other people. A number
of encampments have sprung up around Parkdale, and we are in
regular contact with the residents. So far we've been able to help these
neighbours out with fire extinguishers, cleaning supplies, socks, hand-
sani and food. Please pray for these friends to receive safe and
suitable housing soon.
 

 
Grieving John
In early June our dear friend John (pictured here) passed away. He
was a Parkdale fixture, and his big smile, amazingly long dreadlocks,
cooking skills, and genuine concern for others will be missed deeply.
Please pray for healthy and creative ways for us to grieve as a
community, as we won't be able to hold a traditional memorial (indoor
with his MANY friends) until COVID subsides,

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for
your support of

the work of
The Dale. 

I am endlessly
grateful.
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https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2018/09/19/tenants-fight-eviction-from-longtime-parkdale-home.html


Who knows?! God does, and that's a good
thing, because we certainly don't. We dearly
hope to be able to run our weekly drop-ins
and church service  again soon, but in the
meantime we will keep on keeping on! We

appreciate your prayers for strength,
stamina, wisdom, and protection for our

community.
 
 
 

 
 

Coming Up:

Inviting all people into full participation of our community and in
so doing, elevating voices that are otherwise marginalized.
Working to create spaces that are as safe as possible by
intervening when they are not, challenging and stopping harmful
behaviour, and committing to a reconciliatory process.
 Building relationships with people and understanding one
another’s histories, experiences, and hopes.
Affirming that every person is built to both give and receive.

Addressing Racism
Many of the people who call The Dale "home" are BIPOC (Black and
Indigenous People of Colour). In an effort to speak into the anti-
racism conversation happening all over the world, Erinn wrote the
following statement on behalf of The Dale team. It sums up my
regrets and intentions for my own life too, and I invite you all to
keep me/us accountable.
 
With humility and deep conviction, The Dale strives to stand against
the oppression of people. As a church and community organization we
do this by:
 

 
We are committed to listening to, learning from, and lamenting with
people who are made vulnerable due to race, class, age, economics,
gender, sexuality, and disability.
 
The Dale seeks to be anti-racist. We have and will continue to make
mistakes, and are sorry for the times we have failed to take actionable
steps against racism. 
 
We believe that Black Lives are TRULY Beloved.
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