
   November 2016 

Beloved Support Team, 

Happy Autumn! As Thanksgiving rolled around this year, I found myself full of gratitude for the many people 

who make up The Dale’s extended family, including YOU! Thank you, thank you, thank you for your faithful support of 

me, and the quirky community that is The Dale. 

Lots of really good things have been going on at The Dale recently! In late October we loaded up a school bus 

with twenty community members and all their stuff, and headed up to Camp Koinonia (near Parry Sound) for the 

weekend. The weather was chilly, but the fall colours were amazing and the fellowship was sweet. Within five minutes 

of arriving, one community member had already jumped in the lake, and another had climbed up a massive tree! 

Throughout the course of the weekend we went paddle-boating, canoeing and hiking, completed a 1000 piece puzzle, 

played a lot of Dutch Blitz and crazy eights, sang many songs around the campfire, roasted marshmallows and hotdogs, 

worked on a communal art piece, and shared a bunch of great meals including communion on Sunday morning.  

I’m always struck by the very apparent decrease in stress levels when we leave the city, but this was especially 

noticeable in a friend who was a Dale retreat first-timer. “Kyle”, who is usually quite highly strung and has spent some 

time in jail, spent the weekend completely overwhelmed with child-like wonder. “Did you see the lake?! It’s incredible! 

And my cabin? It’s so cozy! And this FOOD! I can’t believe it… Hey, there’s Mars! Come see!” The running commentary 

was continuous and delightful.  These retreats are so wonderful, as we all get to experience the less-stressed versions 

of one another and grow deeper in our understandings of each other. 

               

Back in the summer we had another really joyful time together, as we celebrated a baptism! Erinn bought an 

inflatable wading pool, some guys in the community helped pump it up with a bike pump, and the Sunday crowd 

gathered around the pool as Ray Rey publicly declared that his life belonged God. After Erinn baptised him, we all sang 

“Father of Lights” while Rae Rey beat boxed along. It was the best. 

                 

 



Over the last number of months, Erinn and I have been able to go on a couple of 24 hour retreats, where we 

prayed and planned for the months ahead. These times are so refreshing and necessary. We were also allowed the 

privilege of joining the Sanctuary staff for part of their retreat, where we heard from Chris Heuertz, the founder of The 

Gravity Center, which is a center for contemplative activism (a really neat concept!!). He spoke with us about the 

importance of both expressing AND receiving gratitude, and gave us the opportunity to put that into practice with one 

another. It was a really precious time with really wonderful people. 

Erinn and I have also been involved in some other very encouraging gatherings. A group of women in ministry 

gathered at the home of a new friend who recently began pastoring a church downtown. We got to share stories of the 

highs and lows of being women in ministry, and spend time praying together.  We also regularly meet with a group of 

Baptist pastors in Toronto to share what’s going on in our lives and churches, and pray. Recently, we were at another 

really uplifting event, hosted by Second Harvest, a food rescue charity that provides the Dale with the vast majority of 

the food we serve each week. They had asked Erinn to share the Dale’s story at a dinner for their donors. It was 

wonderful to be able to meet some of the people who also make up the network of support that upholds The Dale. 

There have been some very challenging times in the last few months as well. We lost three more beloved 

community members- Clive, Michael aka “Grumpy” and Billy. These deaths were/are keenly felt, and these friends are 

deeply missed. Many of us found Clive’s death especially difficult, as he took his own life. Such a harsh reminder that 

there is always a lot going on beneath the surface, and that every day with our friends is precious.  

                  

Erinn has also faced a great many challenges these past months, with her husband’s declining health (Dion has 

multiple sclerosis, and is struggling), and her mom’s fragility (Elaine lives in hospital, and is very susceptible to 

infections). When you think of the Dale, would you pray in particular for Erinn and her family? I find it hard to know 

what to do for her, other than pray and keep on keeping on at The Dale. When Erinn has been unable to be at The Dale 

because of a family health crisis, we have been buoyed up by the support of many people. We are so grateful for each of 

these people, including a couple named Andrea and John Cambridge who now regularly help out with our church service 

Sundays. Their presence has been a complete God-send!  

So that’s what’s been going on at The Dale! Thank you again for being such a wonderful support to us. May you 

know deep peace and blessing as we head into the season of Advent! 

Grace and peace, 

Joanna 

I included this picture of Grumpy in my last 

newsletter, not knowing that we would lose 

him so soon. As you can see, he didn’t 

always/usually live up to his nickname  


